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(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To offer the endoscope which is small is 

size and light in weight, and also, capable of executing 

surely a lock state and a free state by a simple 

structure, in the endoscope in which a motor, etc., are 

used as a driving source of a curvature device. 

CONSTITUTION: The endoscope is provided with 

clutch means 41, 51 which can engage and separate 
freely each driving side gear 45, 46 connected to 
motors 40, 39 for a curvature operation, and each 
driven side gear 29, 30 formed integrally with 
sprockets 27, 28 to an engaging point in the roughly 
normal direction to a pitch circle, and comes to a lock 
state and a free state when they are engaged or 
separated, respectively. 
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